Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

Gospel Jn 14:23-29
The Holy Spirit will teach you everything and remind you of all
I have said to you.

Jesus said to his disciples:
‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him,
and we shall come to him
and make our home with him.
Those who do not love me do not keep my
words.
And my word is not my own:
it is the word of the one who sent me.
I have said these things to you
while still with you;
but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything
and remind you of all I have said to you.
Peace I bequeath to you,
my own peace I give you,
a peace the world cannot give, this is my gift
to you.
Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.
You heard me say:
I am going away, and shall return.
If you loved me you would have been glad to
know that I am going to the Father,
for the Father is greater than I.
I have told you this now before it happens,
so that when it does happen you may believe.’
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Some people have the idea that God is
awfully remote, dwelling beyond the
edge of the cosmos. We make contact
by sending a prayer like a long range
rocket, hoping it will find its target.
This is far distant from Our Lord’s
teaching in today’s Gospel.
‘If anyone loves me and keeps my
word, my Father and I will make our
home with that person.’ It is not in
outer space, but in inner space that
Divine Love will make a home.
What turns a house into a home? It is
in sitting around a table sharing a
meal. So, Jesus created a sacred meal
for us and invites us to share in the
Heavenly Bread and Spiritual Drink.
When we do so, we find, in the words
of St John Paul II, that we ‘digest, as it
were, the secret of the Resurrection’.
We take into ourselves the Real
Presence of the Risen Lord who makes
his home with us.
Coming to Communion, even after a
long time away, satisfies the yearning
of the human heart because it is made
to be the habitation of Divine Love. We
could pause for a moment to reflect on
the gracious fact that God chooses to
dwell in our hearts. Let us respond
wholeheartedly.
mtate@bigpond.com

Sixth Sunday of Easter, Year C

First Reading Acts 15:1-2, 22-29
It has been decided by the Holy Spirit and ourselves not to
burden you beyond what is essential.

Some men came down from Judaea and taught
the brothers, ‘Unless you have yourselves
circumcised in the tradition of Moses you cannot
be saved.’ This led to disagreement, and after
Paul and Barnabas had had a long argument
with these men it was arranged that Paul and
Barnabas and others of the church should go up
to Jerusalem and discuss the problem with the
apostles and elders.
Then the apostles and elders decided to choose
delegates to send to Antioch with Paul and
Barnabas; the whole church concurred with
this. They chose Judas known as Barsabbas and
Silas, both leading men in the brotherhood, and
gave them this letter to take with them:
‘The apostles and elders, your brothers, send
greetings to the brothers of pagan birth in
Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. We hear that some
of our members have disturbed you with their
demands and have unsettled your minds. They
acted without any authority from us, and so we
have decided unanimously to elect delegates
and to send them to you with Barnabas and
Paul, men we highly respect who have dedicated
their lives to the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Accordingly we are sending you Judas and Silas,
who will confirm by word of mouth what we have
written in this letter. It has been decided by the
Holy Spirit and by ourselves not to saddle you
with any burden beyond these essentials: you
are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from
blood, from the meat of strangled animals and
from fornication. Avoid these, and you will do
what is right. Farewell.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 66:2-3. 5-6. 8. R. v.4
(R.) O God, let all the nations praise you!
or
(R.) Alleluia.

22 May 2022
1. O God, be gracious and bless us
and let your face shed its light upon us.
So will your ways be known upon earth
and all nations learn your saving help. (R.)
2. Let the nations be glad and exult
for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples,
you guide the nations on earth. (R.)
3. Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
May God still give us his blessing
till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.)

Second Reading Rv 21:10-14, 22-23
He showed me the holy city coming down out of heaven.

In the spirit, the angel took me to the top of
an enormous high mountain and showed me
Jerusalem, the holy city, coming down from
God out of heaven. It had all the radiant glory
of God and glittered like some precious jewel of
crystal-clear diamond. The walls of it were of a
great height, and had twelve gates; at each of
the twelve gates there was an angel, and over
the gates were written the names of the twelve
tribes of Israel; on the east there were three
gates, on the north three gates, on the south
three gates, and on the west three gates. The
city walls stood on twelve foundation stones,
each one of which bore the name of one of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.
I saw that there was no temple in the city since
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb were
themselves the temple, and the city did not need
the sun or the moon for light, since it was lit by
the radiant glory of God and the Lamb was a
lighted torch for it.

Gospel Acclamation Jn 14:23
Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words,
and my Father will love them and we will
come to them.
Alleluia!
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Thanks to our Volunteers!
Flame Gifts would like to thank all our volunteers who serve our
community every day of the week.
Thank you for being there for our parish and our community, we
could not do it without you. Better Together!

Vinnies West Ryde Call Centre – Volunteers Needed!
Nearly all Vinnies cases start with a telephone call to our West
Ryde Call Centre (next to our Vinnies Shop). We need volunteers
to help us with this very important work.
You will take telephone calls, assist with filing or other admin, you
may progress to entering cases on our computer system or interviews. The hours are
arranged to suit you. All training is on the job. To get started please call our Regional
Administrator, Jenny on 9809 2757. The poor need your help.

Next week Ascension of the Lord: Acts 1:1-11; Hebrews 9:24-28. 10:19-23; Luke 24:46-53.

Fr Stan writes …
In today's Gospel, Jesus prepares his disciples for his Passion, death, and Resurrection.
He promises his Holy Spirit, gives them the gift of his peace, and tells them not to be
troubled. This portion of John's Gospel comes near the end of the first of four chapters that
make up Jesus' long farewell discourse at the Last Supper. This section of Chapter 14
actually sums up the themes of the opening of the discourse: the Christian's life is not
shaped by Jesus' absence but by God's abiding presence; God's presence overcomes
anxiety about God's absence; and the present holds in it the seeds of a fresh future shaped
by love, not fear. As our celebration of the Easter season is coming to an end soon, the
liturgy reminds us that Jesus remains with us through the Holy Spirit, who teaches us
everything we need to know, reminds us of all that Jesus taught, and brings us peace.
Thank you to Fr George for being with us over the last three weeks while I was attending
our General-Chapter in Poland. We were delighted to have you back “home” and look
forward to seeing you again in the not too distant future.

The Rotary Club of Macquarie Park invites you to this fundraising night to aid the
Ukrainian refugees that have fled to Poland, and to support other local Rotary projects
in the Ryde area.
When: Saturday 25th June 2022
Where: Holy Spirit School Hall at 191 Cox’s Road, North Ryde
Time: 6 pm for a 6:30pm start
For details, contact:
Trina Phillips 0432 224 489;
info@allegianceloans.com.au
Roseanna Gallo 0418 692 410
roseanna@rgmusic.com.au
Lydia Scuglia 0413 815 830
lydia.toprydecity@helloworld.com.au

We welcome into our Christian community through the Sacrament of Baptism
Marie Clementine De Belen, Madeleine Bella Faull and Thomas Joshua Faull
and congratulate their families

The feast day of Mary Help of Christians has been
celebrated in Australia since 1844 but the history to this
day dates back to the start of the 1800s.
The infant Church in Australia had a special reason for
turning to Mary. In those early and mostly priestless days,
it was largely the Rosary that kept the faith alive.
Catholic Australia remained faithful to Mary, and was the
first nation to choose her, under the title of Help of
Christians, as Principal Patron.
Join us for Holy Mass to celebrated Mary Help of
Christians, Patroness of Australia on
Tuesday 24th May at 7:00pm.

PRAYERS for HEALING: Gerard Watts
PRAY FOR THE SOUL OF: Ross Rocca Snr, Tony Bietola recently deceased.

Funeral for Ross Rocca Snr will be held at Holy Spirit Parish on Monday, 30th May at 10:00am
Also, Vincenzo & Caterina Cincotta, the Escalante & Venal families, Frank & Edgar Falzon, Carmela, Angelo, Paul
Scicluna, Ignazio (Jim) Torrisi, Charlie & Melina Bietola, Dr Raphael Panetta, Rosina & Michele Panetta, Rosa &
Raffaele Fazzolari, Mary & Sam Bietola, Frank Ientile, Maria Ientile, John, Annarita, Antonio Ientile, Natale
Papandrea, Papandrea, Ientile, Cessario families, Angelo Fazzolari & Fazzolari family, Fortunato & Rosa Galluzzo &
Galluzzo family, Rosina, Giuseppe, Salvatore & Bruno Panetta, Luigi, Rosina, Pasquale & Santa Genova, Mario &
Dirce Gualdi, Antonino & Tindara Caravello, Alberto Tanzini, Angelina & Antonino Rando, Giuseppe & Maria Caterina
Pupo, Baby Cove Rose Pupo, Emmanuela Delia, Nemesio Biason Sr., Antonio Sison, Marie & Jim Hyde, Denis
Wonderley, Paul Hicks, Polocrispo & Rosalinda Romagos, Esmenia & Rufino Acosta, Eleno Etor, Vanessa Juresic,
Craig Kooyman, Mary Arena, Agata Santa Rocca, Antonio Fonti, Grazia Fonti, Onofrio Casamento, Domenica
Casamento, Joseph Casamento and the Di Tano, Smith, Shewan, Holland and Collado families.

