Reflection by Fr Michael Tate
You and I, like Peter, are enabled by
grace to repent of our betrayals of Our
Lord, some major, most minor, and to
claim: “Lord, you know that I love you.”
But, this claim has to be evidenced by
concrete action. In the case of Peter it
was to feed and shepherd “my lambs,
my sheep.” What will manifest our
professed love? In the words of Father
Richard Rohr, it is to love what God loves
.
the net and the fish; they were only about a hundred
yards from land.
As soon as they came ashore they saw that there was
some bread there, and a charcoal fire with fish cooking
on it. Jesus said, ‘Bring some of the fish you have just
caught.’ Simon Peter went aboard and dragged the
net to the shore, full of big fish, one hundred and fiftythree of them; and in spite of there being so many
the net was not broken. Jesus said to them, ‘Come
and have breakfast.’ None of the disciples was bold
enough to ask, ‘Who are you?’; they knew quite well
it was the Lord. Jesus then stepped forward, took the
bread and gave it to them, and the same with the fish.
This was the third time that Jesus showed himself to
the disciples after rising from the dead.
After the meal Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son
of John, do you love me more than these others do?’
He answered, ‘Yes Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus
said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said
to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He
replied, ‘Yes, Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said
to him, ‘Look after my sheep.’ Then he said to him a
third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter
was upset that he asked him the third time, ‘Do you
love me?’ and said, ‘Lord, you know everything; you
know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.
‘I tell you most solemnly,
when you were young
you put on your own belt
and walked where you liked;
but when you grow old
you will stretch out your hands,
and somebody else will put a belt round you
and take you where you would rather not go.’
In these words he indicated the kind of death by
which Peter would give glory to God. After this he
said, ‘Follow me.’

Of course, we have to love our fellow
human beings, but leaving it there would
be inadequate. “For God so loved the
cosmos as to give the Son.” (Jn 3:16,17)
So what must we do?
Recall, Our Lord says elsewhere, “You
are the Salt of the Earth.” You must
preserve the Earth so that it does not
decay and so that it is a suitable
habitation for all the creatures, including
us, for whom the Earth is a common
home.
He went on: “You are the Light of the
Cosmos.” You are the enlightened mind
and the enflamed heart of the whole
cosmos, enabling it to understand its
existence and to love God for it.
We could pause for a moment to reflect
on the words of Pope Francis: “We, the
women and men of the Church, we are in
the middle of a love story and each of us
is a link in this chain of love. And if we do
not understand this, we have understood
nothing of what the Church is.”
mtate@bigpond.com
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1 May 2022

Third Sunday of Easter, Year C

First Reading Acts 5:27-32, 40-41
We are witnesses of these words, and so is the Holy Spirit.

The high priest demanded an explanation of the
apostles. ‘We gave you a formal warning,’ he said
‘not to preach in this name, and what have you
done? You have filled Jerusalem with your teaching,
and seem determined to fix the guilt of this man’s
death on us.’ In reply Peter and the apostles said,
‘Obedience to God comes before obedience to men;
it was the God of our ancestors who raised up Jesus,
but it was you who had him executed by hanging on
a tree. By his own right hand God has now raised
him up to be leader and saviour, to give repentance
and forgiveness of sins through him to Israel. We are
witnesses to all this, we and the Holy Spirit whom
God has given to those who obey him.’ They warned
the apostles not to speak in the name of Jesus and
released them. And so they left the presence of the
Sanhedrin glad to have had the honour of suffering
humiliation for the sake of the name.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 29:2. 4-6. 11-13. R. v.2
(R.) I will praise you, Lord,
for you have rescued me.
or
(R.) Alleluia.
1. I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me
and have not let my enemies rejoice over me.
O Lord, you have raised my soul from the dead,
restored me to life from those who sink into the
grave. (R.)
2. Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love him,
give thanks to his holy name.
His anger lasts but a moment; his favour
through life.
At night there are tears, but joy comes with
dawn. (R.)
3. The Lord listened and had pity.
The Lord came to my help.
For me you have changed my mourning into
dancing;
O Lord my God, I will thank you for ever. (R.)

Second Reading Rv 5:11-14

The Lamb that was sacrificed is worthy to be given power,
wealth, glory, and blessing.

In my vision, I, John, heard the sound of an
immense number of angels gathered round the
throne and the animals and the elders; there
were ten thousand times ten thousand of them
and thousands upon thousands, shouting, ‘The
Lamb that was sacrificed is worthy to be given
power, riches, wisdom, strength, honour, glory
and blessing.’ Then I heard all the living things
in creation – everything that lives in the air, and
on the ground, and under the ground, and in
the sea, crying, ‘To the One who is sitting on the
throne and to the Lamb, be all praise, honour,
glory and power, for ever and ever.’ And the four
animals said, ‘Amen’; and the elders prostrated
themselves to worship.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!
Christ is risen, the Lord of all creation;
he has shown pity on all people.
Alleluia!

Gospel Jn 21:1-19

(or shorter form Jn 21:1-14)

Jesus stepped forward, took the bread and gave it to them,
and did the same with the fish.

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples. It was by
the Sea of Tiberias, and it happened like this: Simon
Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael from Cana
in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee and two more of his
disciples were together. Simon Peter said, ‘I’m going
fishing.’ They replied, ‘We’ll come with you.’ They
went out and got into the boat but caught nothing
that night.
It was light by now and there stood Jesus on the shore,
though the disciples did not realise that it was Jesus.
Jesus called out, ‘Have you caught anything, friends?’
And when they answered, ‘No’, he said, ‘Throw the
net out to starboard and you’ll find something.’ So
they dropped the net, and there were so many fish
that they could not haul it in. The disciple Jesus loved
said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord.’ At these words ‘It is the
Lord’, Simon Peter, who had practically nothing on,
wrapped his cloak round him and jumped into the
water. The other disciples came on in the boat, towing
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From the Parish Office …
Today's Gospel describes what we can easily imagine as a picnic on the beach. Just
as Jesus' miracle at the wedding feast at Cana blesses the love between man and
woman celebrated in the sacrament of marriage, Jesus' attentiveness to food and
mealtimes raises the possibility that our meal gatherings can be sacred times. In
families, the domestic church, our meals together are everyday opportunities to
gather and recall Jesus' presence with us. As in the Eucharist, we bring the gifts that
God has given us, which have been prepared especially for our Mass, and at our
family meals we share gifts that God has given to us and that we have worked
together to prepare. This includes the food on the table and also the people who
gather around the table. We ask God to bless these gifts and to be present among us
in all of our interactions.
Congratulations to our Catechumens, actually, they are not called catechumens
anymore. Since their baptism, Zhijia (John) He, Xue (Sherine) Wang, Nannan
(Jessica) Ju and Alpha Tej, who were baptised at the Easter Vigil, and Xavier Declerck
who was baptised the following Saturday, are now known as neophytes (from the
ancient Greek: new nature). Our neophytes will continue to meet for a further period
of formation and catechesis – this period is called Mystagogy (‘reflection on the
mysteries’ in Greek) and has a particular focus on the call to mission. It is the
concluding stage of formation in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).

We welcome into our Christian community through the Sacrament of
Baptism Oliver Harb and Mila Brigitte Kelso
and congratulate their families.
The Sydney Archdiocese Committee, of the World Apostolate of
Fatima invites you to our May Celebration in St. Mary's Cathedral
on Saturday 14th May, honouring our Lady and intercede for peace
in the World and the welfare of Australia.
To commence at 11.30am with entrance procession (inside the
Cathedral) with the Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima
(with the Immaculate Heart) Rosary, Litany of Loreto & Act of
Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary followed by Holy Mass at
Noon. We look forward to you joining us in prayer, especially for this recent
outbreak in Ukraine.
Further enquiries please contact us on - 0403578994.

PRAYERS for HEALING: Gerard Watts
PRAY FOR THE SOUL OF: Lois Seet, Miguela Aguirre, Minerva Santos recently deceased.
Also, Vincenzo & Caterina Cincotta, the Escalante & Venal families, Frank & Edgar Falzon, Carmela, Angelo, Paul
Scicluna, Ignazio (Jim) Torrisi, Charlie & Melina Bietola, Dr Raphael Panetta, Rosina & Michele Panetta, Rosa &
Raffaele Fazzolari, Mary & Sam Bietola, Frank Ientile, Maria Ientile, John, Annarita, Antonio Ientile, Natale Papandrea,
Papandrea, Ientile, Cessario families, Angelo Fazzolari & Fazzolari family, Fortunato & Rosa Galluzzo & Galluzzo family,
Rosina, Giuseppe, Salvatore & Bruno Panetta, Luigi, Rosina, Pasquale & Santa Genova, Mario & Dirce Gualdi, Antonino
& Tindara Caravello, Alberto Tanzini, Angelina & Antonino Rando, Giuseppe & Maria Caterina Pupo, Baby Cove Rose
Pupo, Emmanuela Delia, John Kooyman, Marie de Alwis, Peter Connell, Paul Blayney, Joan & Bill Cusack, Ron Cross,
Esmeralda Uy Castro, Kenneth Leong and the deceased members of the Bennett, Blayney, Carrol families.

First Friday Devotions to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Holy
Mass with the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, this coming
Friday 6th May at 7:00pm.
Including the Expositiong of the Blessed Sacrament during
devotions and the opportunity for Reconciliation.

