Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

Gospel Lk 6:27-38
Be merciful as your Father is merciful.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I say this to you
who are listening: Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless those who
curse you, pray for those who treat you badly.
To the man who slaps you on one cheek,
present the other cheek too; to the man who
takes your cloak from you, do not refuse your
tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and do
not ask for your property back from the man
who robs you. Treat others as you would like
them to treat you. If you love those who love
you, what thanks can you expect? Even sinners
love those who love them. And if you do good
to those who do good to you, what thanks can
you expect? For even sinners do that much.
And if you lend to those from whom you hope
to receive, what thanks can you expect? Even
sinners lend to sinners to get back the same
amount. Instead, love your enemies and do
good, and lend without any hope of return. You
will have a great reward, and you will be sons
of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked.
‘Be compassionate as your Father is
compassionate. Do not judge, and you will
not be judged yourselves; do not condemn,
and you will not be condemned yourselves;
grant pardon, and you will be pardoned. Give,
and there will be gifts for you: a full measure,
pressed down, shaken together, and running
over, will be poured into your lap; because the
amount you measure out is the amount you
will be given back.’

Jesus challenges us to unlearn the
language of the world and to learn a
language which is counter-cultural,
paradoxical, perplexing, such as: ‘Love
your enemies, do good to those who
hate you’ etc, etc. Are such attitudes
and actions possible?
Our Lord is the best model. Jesus is
the Word of God in human history.
Jesus is the language of Heaven
spoken in a human life. We have to
read the Gospels and then imitate His
dialect. Otherwise we might merely
mutter to ourselves which would end
up being eternally Hellish.
When we become aware of our
language malpractice, i.e., sinning, and
if we become really tongue-tied, i.e.,
seriously sinning, we can come to the
Sacrament of Confession and emerge
articulate and conversant with Christ
again. We can talk with Our Lord again.
We are singing the same tune.
Then at the moment of death we can
gracefully pass over to our intended
destiny which is not incommunicado,
but communicado, holy communicado,
holy conversation with God and with
every creature.
We might pause for a moment and
resolve to practise the language of
Heaven and to ‘walk the talk’ every
day.
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

First Reading

1 Sm 26:2. 7-9. 12-13. 22-23

The Lord has put you in my power, but I will not raise my
hand against you.

Saul set off and went down to the wilderness
of Ziph, accompanied by three thousand
men chosen from Israel to search for David
in the wilderness of Ziph.
So in the dark David and Abishai made their
way towards the force, where they found
Saul asleep inside the camp, his spear
stuck in the ground beside his head, with
Abner and the troops lying round him.
Then Abishai said to David, ‘Today God
has put your enemy in your power; so now
let me pin him to the ground with his own
spear. Just one stroke! I will not need to
strike him twice. David answered Abishai,
Do not kill him, for who can lift his hand
against the Lord’s anointed and be without
guilt?’ David took the spear and the pitcher
of water from beside Saul’s head, and they
made off. No one saw, no one knew, no one
woke up; they were all asleep, for a deep
sleep from the Lord had fallen on them.
David crossed to the other side and halted
on the top of the mountain a long way off;
there was a wide space between them.
David then called out, ‘Here is the king’s
spear. Let one of the soldiers come across
and take it. The Lord repays everyone for
his uprightness and loyalty. Today the Lord
put you in my power, but I would not raise
my hand against the Lord’s anointed.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 102:1-4. 8. 10. 12-13. R. v.8
(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful.
1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings. (R.)

20 February 2022

2. It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and
compassion. (R.)
3. The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.
He does not treat us according to our sins
nor repay us according to our faults. (R.)
4.

As far as the east is from the west
so far does he remove our sins.
As a father has compassion on his sons,
the Lord has pity on those who fear
him. (R.)

Second Reading

1 Cor 15:45-49

Just as we have carried the earthly image, we must carry the
heavenly image.

The first man, Adam, as scripture says,
became a living soul; but the last Adam
has become a life-giving spirit. That is, first
the one with the soul, not the spirit, and
after that, the one with the spirit. The first
man, being from the earth, is earthly by
nature; the second man is from heaven. As
this earthly man was, so are we on earth;
and as the heavenly man is, so are we in
heaven. And we, who have been modelled
on the earthly man, will be modelled on the
heavenly man.

Gospel Acclamation Jn 13:34
Alleluia, alleluia!
I give you a new commandment;
love one another as I have loved you.
Alleluia!
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Fr Stan writes …
Today's gospel reading is a continuation of the teaching that began in last Sunday's
gospel. We continue to hear Jesus' Sermon on the Plain. Recall that in Luke's Gospel, this
teaching is addressed to Jesus' disciples. These words from Jesus' teaching are familiar
to us. They constitute the crux and the challenge of what it means to be a disciple: Love
your enemies, turn the other cheek, give to those who ask, do unto others, lend without
expecting repayment, judge not lest you be judged. Jesus' words challenge those who
would follow him to be more like God. God loves us beyond our expectations, beyond
anything we can possibly imagine. In response to God's love, we are to love as God loves,
beyond expectations and with a depth beyond imagining. Today's Gospel challenges us
to make choices based on God's standard; God loves us all the time by going the extra
mile for us.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults [RCIA] program is currently running in our
parish. We have a number of Catechumens (unbaptised), and a number of Candidates
(previously baptised in another Christian denomination), preparing for baptism and
reception into the Catholic Church at Easter. Please remember to pray for them.

Roza Vukovich from CatholicCare will be speaking at all Masses this weekend
of 19/20 February on CatholicCare’s partnership with Holy Spirit Parish.
CatholicCare provides support for relationships, parenting, ageing, disability,
addiction, and mental health concerns. The COVID pandemic has highlighted
the need to connect, to reach out and support each other and CatholicCare is
here to help parishioners get the support they need to live life to the full.

We welcome into our Christian community through the
Sacrament of Baptism
Mila Grace Marcaida and Imogen Maxine O’Shea
and congratulate their families.

A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia: In many
places throughout the world there is a shortage of priests and
therefore religious sisters are the custodians of the faith. These
sisters however often struggle to live and support the faithful,
so across the course of a year ACN supports more than 18,000
religious sisters in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and Latin America. Could you help support a
religious sister? Visit www.aidtochurch.org/sisters

PRAY FOR THE SOUL OF: Dudley Tay Heng Teck, Robert Tesoriero, Ross Egan, Marianna Cincotta
recently deceased.
Also, the Escalante & Venal families, Frank & Edgar Falzon, Carmela, Angelo, Paul Scicluna, Ignazio (Jim) Torrisi, Charlie
& Melina Bietola, Dr Raphael Panetta, Rosina & Michele Panetta, Rosa & Raffaele Fazzolari, Mary & Sam Bietola,
Frank Ientile, Maria Ientile, John, Annarita, Antonio Ientile, Natale Papandrea, Papandrea, Ientile, Cessario families,
Angelo Fazzolari & Fazzolari family, Fortunato & Rosa Galluzzo & Galluzzo family, Rosina, Giuseppe, Salvatore & Bruno
Panetta, Luigi, Rosina, Pasquale & Santa Genova, Mario & Dirce Gualdi, Antonino & Tindara Caravello, Alberto Tanzini,
Angelina & Antonino Rando, Giuseppe & Maria Caterina Pupo, Baby Cove Rose Pupo, Emmanuela Delia, Rodolfo Inaldo,
Kathy & Bill Limperoupolous, Domenico Agostino, Antonio Fonti, Grazia Fonti, Onofrio Casamento, Domenica
Casamento, Joseph Casamento, Pavo Urban, Pavica Kusturic, Bill & Toni Beshara, Anthony & Afelia Arida, Marie & Jim
Hyde, Denis Wonderley and the deceased members of the Dominello, Galluzzo, Olivieri, Di Tano, Smith, Shewan,
Holland families.

