Reflection by Fr Michael Tate
Peter was a fisherman. Jesus had been
brought up in a carpenter’s household.
Jesus tells Peter when and how to fish.
This gets under Peter’s skin. He tells
Jesus a few facts of life about night
fishing on the Lake of Gennesaret. But,
he gives in to this landlubber’s
directive and casts out the nets and
hauls in a very good catch.

Gospel Acclamation Mt 4:19
Alleluia, alleluia!
Come follow me, says the Lord,
and I will make you fishers of my people.
Alleluia!

Gospel Lk 5:1-11

They left everything and followed him.

Jesus was standing one day by the lake of
Gennesaret, with the crowd pressing round him
listening to the word of God, when he caught sight
of two boats close to the bank. The fishermen had
gone out of them and were washing their nets. He
got into one of the boats – it was Simon’s – and
asked him to put out a little from the shore. Then
he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
When he had finished speaking he said to Simon,
‘Put out into deep water and pay out your nets
for a catch.’ ‘Master,’ Simon replied ‘we worked
hard all night long and caught nothing, but if you
say so, I will pay out the nets.’ And when they had
done this they netted such a huge number of fish
that their nets began to tear, so they signalled to
their companions in the other boat to come and
help them; when these came, they filled the two
boats to sinking point.
When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of
Jesus saying, ‘Leave me Lord; I am a sinful man.’
For he and all his companions were completely
overcome by the catch they had made; so also
were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who
were Simon’s partners. But Jesus said to Simon,
‘Do not be afraid; from now on it is men you will
catch.’ Then, bringing their boats back to land,
they left everything andfollowed him.

Jesus wants to come into the rhythm of
our ordinary workaday lives. Surprising
things may then happen. You may be
commissioned by Our Lord Jesus Christ
to become ‘fishers of men’, fishers of
human beings. But don’t fishermen fish
the fish out of the sea and kill them?
Is being caught up in the net of
Christianity to be a deadening
experience? Having this in mind, St
Luke used a word for netting fish for an
aquarium. We who have been caught
up in the net of Christianity are meant
to be more alive than ever, ‘fully alive’.
The best analogy I can think of is the
stranding of pods of whales, thrashing
around in the shallows, barely existing,
doomed unless saved. People go down
and put slings under them and haul
them into deeper water.
We could pause a moment to thank
God that we have been guided into the
life-giving waters of baptism, and for
the strength to help others swim into
the Oceanic depths of Divine Love.
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

First Reading Is 6:1-8
Here am I! Send me.

In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the
Lord seated on a high throne; his train filled the
sanctuary; above him stood seraphs, each one
with six wings.
And they cried out to one another in this way,
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
His glory fills the whole earth.’
The foundations of the threshold shook with the
voice of the one who cried out, and the Temple
was filled with smoke. I said:
‘What a wretched state I am in! I am lost,
for I am a man of unclean lips
and I live among a people of unclean lips,
and my eyes have looked at the King, the
Lord of hosts.’
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding in
his hand a live coal which he had taken from the
altar with a pair of tongs. With this he touched
my mouth and said:
‘See now, this has touched your lips,
your sin is taken away,
your iniquity is purged.’
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying:
‘Whom shall I send? Who will be our
messenger?’
I answered, ‘Here I am, send me.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 137:1-5. 7-8. R. v.1
(R.) In the sight of the angels I will
sing your praises, Lord.
1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,
you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple. (R.)
2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul. (R.)
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3. All earth’s kings shall thank you
when they hear the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the Lord’s ways;
‘How great is the glory of the Lord!’ (R.)
4. You stretch out your hand and save me,
your hand will do all things for me.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Cor 15:1-11

or 1 Cor 15:3-8, 11 (shorter form)

I preach what they preach, and this is what you believe.

Brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I
preached to you, the gospel that you received
and in which you are firmly established; because
the gospel will save you only if you keep believing
exactly what I preached to you – believing
anything else will not lead to anything.
Well then, in the first place, I taught you what I
had been taught myself, namely that Christ died
for our sins, in accordance with the scriptures;
that he was buried; and that he was raised to
life on the third day, in accordance with the
scriptures; that he appeared first to Cephas
and secondly to the Twelve. Next he appeared
to more than five hundred of the brothers at the
same time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have died; then he appeared to James,
and then to all the apostles; and last of all he
appeared to me too; it was as though I was born
when no one expected it.
I am the least of the apostles; in fact, since I
persecuted the Church of God, I hardly deserve
the name apostle; but by God’s grace that is
what I am, and the grace that he gave me has
not been fruitless. On the contrary, I, or rather
the grace of God that is with me, have worked
harder than any of the others; but what matters
is that I preach what they preach, and this is
what you all believed.’
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SUNDAY MASS:

Baptism Ruben Sevag Manoukian and congratulate his family.

Next Week: 6th Ordinary C: Jeremiah 17:5-8; 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20; Luke 6:17, 20-26.

On Friday 4th of February was World Cancer Day. We pray for all who are receiving
treatment for cancer and pray for their healing.

Saturday 5:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, 10:00am & 5:00pm.
Spanish Speaking Mass 12:30pm
WEEKDAY MASS:
Monday Communion Service 8:30am, Tuesday 7pm,
Wednesday - Saturday 8:30am Public Holidays 8:30am
Reconciliation:
Saturday after morning Mass or by appointment.
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
9:00am to 3:00pm Mon – Fri
ST VINCENT DE PAUL REGIONAL HELP CENTRE:
9809 2757

Fr Stan writes …
In today's Gospel, Jesus teaches from Simon's boat. Simon and others have been fishing
throughout the night and have not caught anything. Simon ultimately obeys Jesus and lowers his
nets into the deeper water as directed. Notice that Peter calls Jesus by the title “master.” He
already recognises Jesus as a person of authority. They catch so many fish that the nets begin to
tear; Jesus' presence has created abundance out of scarcity, just as it did at the wedding feast at
Cana, which we heard at Mass just a few weeks ago. Jesus gives Simon a new job, telling him that
he will become a different kind of fisherman. No longer will he catch fish; instead he will catch
people. In these words, we hear the beginning of the leadership role that Peter will have within
the community of disciples. Peter was chosen for this role. His task will be to bring others to
Jesus. Already he is doing so; the Gospel tells us that all the fishermen with Peter also left their
nets and followed Jesus.

Father God, we humbly pray for all those who are fighting cancer.
Give them the hope and courage they need each day.
Comfort them in their pain and bless them with healing.
Strengthen their family, friends and caregivers.
In Jesus name. Amen
Auxiliary Members of the Legion of Mary are invited to attend the anniversary
Mass for Servant of God Alfie Lambe, at Legion Rooms 243 Broadway at 11am
on Saturday 12th February. Preceded by Rosary at 10:30am

We continue to speak of Peter's leadership and influence in the Church today when we call the
pope the “successor of Peter.” We participate in the mission of the Church when we bring
people to Christ through the example and positive influence of our lives.
This weekend the Archdiocese celebrates Catechist Sunday. Let us pray for our parish
catechists as they prepare to resume their ministry for 2022. They will renew their commitment
at the 10:00am Mass and then ‘Sent Forth’ to proclaim the Good News to our children in our
parish Public Schools.
We extend our congratulations to Anna Macri and Frances Vidakovic as they receive certificates
of commendation from the archdiocese for 10 years of outstanding service. Well done!

PRAY FOR THE SOUL OF: Marianna Cincotta, Liana Fusca, Pina Bonadio, Des Wales, Antonio
Coluccio recently deceased.

RESPONSE FOR SUNDAY 10AM MASS ONLY

Also, the Escalante & Venal families, Frank & Edgar Falzon, Carmela, Angelo, Paul Scicluna, Ignazio (Jim) Torrisi, Charlie
& Melina Bietola, Dr Raphael Panetta, Rosina & Michele Panetta, Rosa & Raffaele Fazzolari, Mary & Sam Bietola,
Frank Ientile, Maria Ientile, John, Annarita, Antonio Ientile, Natale Papandrea, Papandrea, Ientile, Cessario families,
Angelo Fazzolari & Fazzolari family, Fortunato & Rosa Galluzzo & Galluzzo family, Rosina, Giuseppe, Salvatore & Bruno
Panetta, Luigi, Rosina, Pasquale & Santa Genova, Mario & Dirce Gualdi, Antonino & Tindara Caravello, Alberto Tanzini,
Angelina & Antonino Rando, Giuseppe & Maria Caterina Pupo, Baby Cove Rose Pupo, Emmanuela Delia, Rodolfo Inaldo,
Kathy & Bill Limperoupolous, Domenico Agostino, Antonio Fonti, Grazia Fonti, Onofrio Casamento, Domenica
Casamento, Joseph Casamento and the deceased members of the Dominello, Galluzzo, Olivieri, Di Tano, Smith,
Shewan, Holland families.

Catechists: I accept the responsibility of being a catechist in the name of Jesus Christ.
Priest: Those who stand before us have accepted the responsibility to be catechists to our
young people at Truscott St., Ryde East, North Ryde Primary, and Smalls Rd Public
Schools. Will you now join with me in pledging our support and prayers as we mission
them to go forth as catechists?
Parishioners: As members of this parish, we accept your commitment to be our catechists
and we pledge our support and our prayers to you in your ministry.

